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THE  STAFFORDS, EARLS  0F  STAFFORD  AND  DUKES  0F  BUCKING-
£1131? 1394—1521, by Carole  Rawcliffe.  Cambridge  University Press, 1978,

l  .  0.
This extremely interesting book  is  a  history of one of the leading families of
fifteenth-century England, and of  their  estates.  Through the  marriage  of the
fifth  Earl  of Stafi'ord to the  daughter  of  Thomas  of Woodstock  they became
co-heirs  to the de  Bohun  inheritance, and  thus amongst  the wealthiest  nobles  in
the  land.  By great  good  fortune  a relatively large  part of their  estate  records
and family papers  have  survived, and  taken  together (they are widely scattered
in many different  archive collections) they constitute the largest and  most  com-
prehensive  archive  for any family of this  period.  ”Not only manorial  records
exist-there are no  less  than 25 household accounts and day books  for the 61
year  period  from  1460  to 1521.  From these records  Dr  Rawclifl‘e  has written
a 'very readable  and lucid account of the organisation of the household of the
Dukes; of the  management  of a great estate and of the gradual centralisation
of the administration of their scattered manors. There is some  useful comment
on  both  the minor  members  of the retinue serving the  Dukes  and  those  major
knights and  nobles whom  they retained at various times. The practice bf
Edward the  third Duke, son of  Duke  Henry executed  by Richard  III,  is seen
to  have been  to employ or retain men of letters or clerics.  This reflects  his
need  to  maximise  the efliciency of his  estates, and  a  smaller need for military
support. -

The  emphasis  of the  book, is on the  first  and third  Dukes, and not on
Henry, the  second.  In  fact, not a  great  deal is known'of him or his  practices,
which  seem'to  have been  closer  to those of his grandfather the  first Duke rather
than those of his  son. There  is a  useful summary of the events of  1483, in 'which
Henry played a very prominent part. Dr Rawclifi'e can  suggest  no  reason
for his  sudden  act of rebellion in that year, but she attributes its  collapse  partly
to his  complete  failure to inspire any loyalty or  affection  in his  retinue  and
tenants. She  also  shows  that  his act of  rebellion  was  a major  cause of the trial
and  execution  of his son in 1521. She can find no  evidence that  Edward was in
fact  planning the treason of which he was  accused, but shows how several ill-
considered  actions  on his part, together with his family history, could  have led
the always  suspicious Henry VIII to believe that he was.

The  book  includes chapters on the Dukes’ finances and the way they hand-
led their Council. In a  number  of  useful  appendices there are lists of  their
Councillors, the  people  to  whom  they paid annuities and their senior  household
and estate stafl'.  Some idea  of their affinity and the  support  they enjoyed
can thus be obtained. The whole  book  may be recommended as  a  study in
the  life-pattern  of  some  of the higher nobility in fifteenth-century England.

There is a  copy in the  Society’s  Library. P. W.  HAMMOND

WHO  KILLED  THE LITTLE  PRINCES  IN THE  TOWER, by Charles
Wood, Harvard Magazine (Vol. 80, No. 3 Jan-Feb.  1978, pp. 35—40.)
‘  The  jewels  of sorrow last forever, but the jewels of  laughter  always  turn  again
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to tears  a fortnight after,’ states  James  Thurber  in The 13  Clocks, the story of  a
wicked  duke  in  love  with his niece, and one to  which  Charles' T. Wood  makes
pointed reference  in this article. The  latter  variety of jewels are in  abundance
upon  reading Professor  Wood’s piece  of detective  work, but the  quality of his
writing assures  that  time will have no destructive  effect.

Clarity of style and organisation marks the  piece, a  cogent re-examination
of the few facts and  tempting conjectures  available  concerning the  children’s
disappearance  and the  extent  of Richard III’s  involvement.  The  author, an
honorary member  of the  society’s  U.S. branch and chairman of the  history
department at Dartmouth  College, begins  his  sleuthing with  a  review of  Ricar-
dian history from  Rotuli Parliamentorum  to Alison  Hanham, establishing a
chronology of events and motives for the Yorkist regime that  exonerates Rich-
ard of every crime of which he was accused, from fratricide to incest.  Still,
he is the first to admit  that Shakespeare’s ‘  hunch-back’d toad  ’  is more  memora-
ble that this  well-founded  view of  a rational concerned  statesman. To  this
effect, he cites public  opinion polls taken  by his students  that  reveal  one’s
average airline  passenger  and  Dartmouth  College librarian is  more influenced
by playwrights  than by Paul  Murray Kendall.

Wood  subsequently examines  the  motives  of all  possible  candidates for
the  role  of  children’s murder, beginning with  Henry VII, Buckingham, and
Catesby, and concluding most  surprisingly with Jane  Shore  and Elizabeth
Woodville.  Once  the children  were  declared illegitimate, Woodville  would
have had  much  to gain (or so she thought) by having them killed  and marrying
her eldest  daughter  to Henry Tudor, who would  abandon  exile in  Brittany for
the English throne and  restore  the widow to her proper  place  as Queen Mother.
The choices for the role  become  so  numerous  Wood  concludes that  ‘  one’s  list
of  suspects  can be limited only by one’s  own imagination and the  requirement
that  no  list  exceed the  total population  of England, minus two in the  148053

Such  licence inevitably turns suspicion  back  on Richard, whose actions
and decisions during the  summer  of 1483 are hardly those  of the  novelists’
pious  hero, ready more  for canom'sation than coronation.  Professor  Wood
cannot be blamed for saddling Richard  with sensibilities the  late  king would
have  abhorred. The Yorkist  ruler  who  emerges from  this article is one whose
experiences  in life  taught  him to move quickly and  with calculation.

Lavishly illustrated with  Victorian  views of the  Princes’ predicament,
the article is written with  more tongue  in  cheek  than is evident on first reading.
But of greater value than the laughter at the  ridiculous  is the  amusement
Professor  Wood cannot  help but win from Society members  able to  laugh
at  themselves  for the ferocity with which they defend  their  man.  Simultan-
eously, the  historian  emphasises the  respect  due to the  research  achieved in the
pursuit  of  a just  and balanced View of  Richard  and his times. In  this  way,
Wood  moves beyond  Thurber  to playwright  Christopher  Fry, who  assured
us  that ‘laughter  is surely/The surest  touch  of genius in  creation.’ In  what
Professor  Wood  himself  has called his ‘love  song to the  Society,’ the  creation
does  indeed  know this most pleasing touch.

A copy of  this  article is in the  Society Library.
LORRAINE A'ITREED
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Notices  of  Books  and  Articles

THE  FOLLOWING list  consists of  recent books  and articles, mainly published
within the last twelve  months, although earlier publications may be included.
The appearance of an item in this list does not  preclude  its  subsequent  review.

BOOKS
Wim Swaan, The  Late Middle Ages, 322  pages, 1977, Thames  and Hudson, £18.

A  survey of the art and architecture of the late middle  ages  in  Europe.  Ex-
tremely well illustrated, the illustrations being of more importance than the
text.

Ottfried  Neubecker  and J. P. Brooke-Little, Heraldry:  sources, symbols  and
meaning, 288 pages, 1977, Macdonald and Jane, £22.50.

The history and practice of heraldry to the  present day. Many illustrations,
including much  from medieval sources.

ARTICLES
D. M. Palliser, Fifteenth Century Borough  Representation: a  comment,
Northern  History, Vol.  13, 1977, pp.265—6.

A note pointing out correlations between members of Parliament and the
local offices  they held, missed in Dr Jalland’s article of similar title (see
Ricardian, Vol. 4, No. 55, 1976, p.35).

H. A.  Kelly, English Kings and the Fear of Sorcery, Medieval Studies, Vol. 39,
1977, pp.206—38.

A  discussion limited to the fifteenth century, and including Clarence’s  accu-
sations  against Edward IV in 1475, the accusation that Jacquetta of Bedford
and her  daughter  had  trapped  Edward IV by witchcraft, and the  More]
Vergil  story of Richard’s accusation  that  Elizabeth Woodville and Jane
Shore  had  ‘ wasted ’  his body.

M. A.  Hicks, The  Case  of Sir  Thomas Cook 1468, English Historical Review,
Vol. 93, 1978, pp.82-96.

A study of the trial of  Cook  (a London Alderman) for treason, concluding
that  he was probably guilty, that Edward IV did not bring unjustifiable
extra-judicial pressure  to  bear, nor did he and the Woodvilles  treat  him  exces-
sively badly.

Christopher Harper-Bill, Archbishop John  Morton  and the Province of  Canter-
bury 1486—1500, Journal  of Ecclesiastical History, Vol. 29, 1978, pp.1—21.

An  outline  of the salient characteristics of Morton’s  episcopate, and an
examination of the ecclesiastical policies he  pursued. Contains  very little
personal  information.

John H. Fisher, Chancery and the Emergence of Standard Written  English,
Speculum, Vol.  52, 1977, pp.870—899.

Standard  modern  English, its spelling, grammar and  idiom, is seen as evolving
from the conventions established by the professional  scribes  of the Chancery
in the early fifteenth century.
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Michael  Sayer, Norfolk  Involvement in Dynastic  Conflict 1469—71  and  1483—
87, Nmfolk  Archaeology, Vol.  36, 1977, pp.  305—326.

A  brief  history of the period from the  standpoint  of the  East  Anglian families
takinlg part  in the battles.  These included  the Mowbrays, Howands and de
la Po es. _

THESES
R. M.  Ball, The  Education  of the  English Parish  Clergy in the  later  Middle  Ages

with Particular Reference  to the  Manuals  of Instruction. _
D.Phjl.  thesis, Cambridge, 1976. -

M. C. Carpenter, Political Society' m Warwickshire c.1401-1472.
D. Phil.  thesis, Cambridge, 1976.

Anne  Crawford, The  Career  of John Howard, Duke  of Norfolk 1420-1485.
M.  Phil  thesis, London, 1975.

A. E. M. Marshall, The  Role  of Engltsh  War  Captains' m England  and  Normandy
1436—1461.
M. A.  thesis, Swansea, 1975.

C. Williams, The  Passion  Group in the  York Cycle.  studies  in  metre, text  and
literary and  biblical relationships. _
Ph. D.  thesis, London, 1977. ‘

L. S. Woodger, Henry Bourgchier, Earl  of Essex  and his  Family 1408—1483.
D. Phil. thesis, Oxford, 1975.

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO THE  RICARDIAN
These  are welcomed from all  members  on any subject relevant  to the aims of
the Society. They may be illustrated by photographs  (glossy prints showing
good  contrast) or by line drawings. All  contributions, including advertise-
ments and letters, must  be .typewritten, with double spacing and  adequate
margins, on one  side  of the  paper only.  Permission must be obtained for the
use of copyright material, but this is not usually necessary for short  quotes.
References  and  footnotes must  be given in one sequence at the end of the
article. They must  take a. form similar .to the following examples:

J. H.  Ramsay, Lancaster and  Y0rk, Vol. 2, Cambridge (1892), pp.  485-6."

B. P. Wolfe, When  and why did Hastings lose his  head?  English Historical
Review, Vol.  89  (1974), pp. 835- 844.

Details  need  not be given in full for  second  and  subsequent references  to
the same source.

'  Contributions for the September  Ricardian  or  Bulletin  inust  reach P. W.
Hammond, 3 Campden Texrace, Linden Gardens, London W4 2EP, by 1st July.
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